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CLAIMS: 



(Previously Presented) A system for authentication, comprising: 
a processor circuit having a processor and a memory; 
an authentication system stored in the memory and executable by the 
pr(|ce$s|or, the authentication system comprising: 

a plurality of authentication agents, each of the authentication 
digents authenticating at least one user parameter by performing at least one 
qluthentication task; and 

an authentication manager that requests each of the authentication 
aijgents to authenticate an unauthenticated user parameter until all of the 
authentication agents have been requested to authenticate the unauthenticated 
V ser parameter and the authenticated user parameter is authenticated by at least 
0 ne of the authentication agents, unless one of the authentication agents fails to 
a uthenticate the unauthenticated user parameter. 



(Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the authentication 
mafriag* waits for a response from each of the authentication agents, each response 
ind|catir|g whether the unauthenticated user parameter has been authenticated. 



(Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , comprising: 
an external authentication service; and 

wherein at least one of the authentication agents calls upon the extemal 
aullientfcatlon service to authenticate the unauthenticated user parameter. 



(Canceled) 
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(Previously Presented) A system for authentication, comprising: 
a processor circuit having a processor and a memory; 
an authentication system stored in the memory and executable by the 
prc^es^r, the authentication system comprising: 

a plurality of authentication agents, each of the authentication 
^gents authenticating at least one user parameter by performing at least one 
authentication task, wherein a parameter type associated with each of the 
quthentication agents; and 

an authentication manager that requests each of the authentication 
^ents to authenticate an unauthenticated user parameter 

wherein each of the authentication agents authenticates the 
dnauthenticated user parameter if the unauthenticated user parameter is of the 
pjarameter type associated with the respective authentication agent; and 
wherein: 

each of the authentication agents transmits an invalid 
response to the authentication manager upon a failure to authenticate the 
unauthenticated user parameter; 

each of the authentication agents transmits a valid response 
to the authentication manager upon a successful authentication of the 
unauthenticated user parameter; and 

each of the authentication agents transmits a valid response 
to the authentication manager if the unauthenticated user parameter is of 
a parameter type that is different than the parameter type associated with 
the respective authentication agent. 
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(Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 . wherein: 
each of the authentication agents transmits an invalid response to the 
aufrient cation manager upon a failure to authenticate the unauthentlcated user 

pajjamelfir; and 

each of the authentication agents transmits a valid response to the 
authent cation manager if the unauthentlcated user parameter is successfully 
authent cated. 
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7i (Previously Presented) A system for authentication, comprising: 
a processor circuit having a processor and a memory; 
an authentication system stored in the memory and executable by the 
prc:jjcessj|;>r, the authentication system comprising: 

a plurality of authentication agents, each of the authentication 
ajbents authenticating at least one user parameter by performing at least one 
a||uthentication task; 

an authentication manager that requests each of the authentication 
gents to authenticate an unauthentlcated user parameter; and 

wherein, upon startup, the authentication manager is unaware of 
hlbw many of the authentication agents exist in assodation with the 
a Jthentication system and the authentication manager discovers the 
a jthentfcation agents. 



8li (Previously Presented) The system of claim 7. wherein the authentication 
ma|iagGj|r is configured to generate a lookup table listing each of the authentication 
agfnts during, startup after the authentication agents are discovered. 
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sequentially requesting each of the authentication agents to authenticate 
bnadlthen treated user parameter input into the computer system until all of the 
aujjhentj cation agents have been requested to authenticate the unauthenticated user 

er and the authenticated user parameter Is authenticated by at least one of the 
authentication agents, unless one of the authentication agents fails to authenticate the 
un luthe inticated user parameter. 
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(Previously Presented) An authentication method, comprising: 
executing a plurality of authentication agents in a computer system, each 
he abthentlcation agents being configured to perform at least one authentication 
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0. (Original) The authentication method of claim 9, comprising requesting an 
authentication service to authenticate the at least one user parameter 



1 . (Canceled) 
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2, (Previously Presented) An authentication method, comprising: 

executing a plurality of authentication agents in a computer system, each 
of he authentication agents being configured to perform at least one authentication 
ta^|<; 

executing an authentication manager in the computer system to 
se|uen|ially request each of the authentication agents to authenticate an 
un^ luthc nticated user parameter input into the computer system; 

transmitting an invalid response from at least one of the authentication 
ag#nts |o the authentication manager upon a failure to authenticate a respective user 
pa|ame|er; 

transmitting a valid response from at least one of the authentication 
ag|nts to the authentication manager upon a successful authentication of the 
unluthqnticated user parameter; and 

transmitting the valid response from at least one of the authentication 
ag|nts to the authentication manager if the unauthenticated parameter is of a parameter 
typ 5 ths t is different than the parameter type associated with the respective 
au< lent cation agent 



10, (Original) The auttientication method of claim 9, further comprising: 
transmitting an invalid response to the authentication manager upon a 
fail{iire t(| authenticate the unauthenticated user parameter; and 

transmitting a valid response to the authentication manager if the 
un^uthejhticated user parameter is successfully authenticated. 



PA6E8/22*RCVDA1 



-6- 



r 2/24/2006 9:04:23 AM [Easteiii Standard Tlm^^ 



82/24/2006 10:08 7709510933 



Api licatic n Number: .10/060.780 



PAGE9122'RCVDA1 



THOMAS, KAYDEN 



PAGE 09 



Docket Number 10012156^1 



(Previously Presented) An authentication method, comprising: 
executing a plurality of authentication agents in a computer system, each 
of frie ajjthentication agents being configured to perform at least one authentication 
taq|<; 

executing an authentication manager in the computer system, wherein the 
aufrientj cation manager is unaware of how many of the authentication agents exist 
whfen tnle authentication manager Is first executed; 

discovering the authentication agents with the authentication manager 
upKin e>|ecution of the authentication manager; 

employing the authentication manager to sequentially request each of the 
aulhent cation agents to authenticate an unauthentjcated user parameter input into the 
co^putjpr system; and 

obtaining a response from each of the authentication agents indicating 
wNbthei the unauthentjcated user parameter has been authenticated. 



1 5. (Previously Presented) The authentication method of claim 14, further 
coijhpris ing employing the authentication manager to generate a lookup table listing 
ea< h of the authentication agents after the authentication agents are discovered upon 
ex|cuti4n of the authentication manager. 
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6. (Previously Presented) A computer program embodied on a computer 
re^jdabtlb medium and executable by a computer system for performing authentication, 

CoOripri^ing: 

code that embodies a plurality of authentication agents, each of the 
cation agents authenticating at least one user parameter by performing at least 
onfe authentication task; and 

code that embodies an authentication manager that requests each of the 
cation agents to authenticate an unauthenticated user parameter until all of the 
cation agents have been requested to authenticate the unauthenticated user 
er and the authenticated user parameter is authenticated by at least one of the 
lentlcation agents, unless one of the authentication agents fails to authenticate the 
unj luthc nticated user parameter. 



1[7. (Previously Presented) The computer program embodied on a computer 
re^dabl^ medium and executable by the computer system of claim 16, wherein the 
aulhentjlcation manager further comprises codi3 that waits for a response from each of 
thd authentication agents, each response indicating whether the unauthenticated user 
paif^meiler has been authenticated. 



t. (Previously Presented) The computer program embodied on a computer 
re^JablA medium and executable by the coniputer system of claim 16, wherein at least 
on« of the authentication agents further comprises code that calls upon an external 
aut|ienti|pation service to authenticate the unauthenticated user parameter. 
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-8- 



PAGE 1 0/22 ' RCVD AT M2006 9:04:23 AM [Eastern Standa^^ 



02/24/2006 10:89 7709510933 



Api ^icatic n Number: 1Q/Q60.78Q 



au 
on 

au 



THOMAS, KAYDEN 



PAGE 11 



Docket Number: 10012156-1 



30. (Previously Presented) A computer program embodied on a computer 
re^ dabl 5 medium and executable by a computer system for performing authentication, 

colppri^ng: 

code that embodies a number of auttientication agents, each of the 
hent cation agents authenticating at least one user parameter by performing at least 
authentication tasl<; 

code that embodies an authentication manager that requests each of the 
lent cation agents to authenticate an unauthenticated user parameter; and 
wherein each of the authentication agents further comprises: 

code that transmits an invalid response to the authentication 
r lanager upon a failure to authenticate the unauthenticated user parameter; 

code that transmits a valid response to the authentication manager 
u pon a successftjl authentication of the unauthenticated user parameter; and 

code that transmits a valid response to the authentication manager 
ill the unauthenticated user parameter Is of a parameter type that Is different than 
tl le parameter type associated with the respective authentication agent. 



21 

redtiablo 



upc n a 



(Previously Presented) The computer program embodied on a computer 
medium and executable by the computer system of claim 16, wherein each of 
thejauthlpntication agents further comprise: 

code that transmits an invalid response to the authentication manager 
1 1 allure to authenticate the unauthenticated user parameter; and 

code that transmits a valid response to the authentication manager if the 
unqjuthejpticated user parameter is successfully authenticated. 
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42. (Previously Presented) A computer program embodied on a computer 
5 medium and executable by a computer system for perfonning authentication, 
co^ppnsing: 

code that embodies a number of authentication agents, each of the 
lentjcation agents authenticating at least one user parameter by performing at least 
on| autfientication task; and 

code that embodies an authentication manager that requests each of the 
au^[ient^ation agents to authenticate an unauthentlcated user parameter; and 

wherein the authentication manager further comprises code that discovers 
authlentication agents upon an initial execution of the authentication manager, the 
au^|ient cation manager being unaware at the time of initial execution of how many of 

autl^entication agents exist that may be requested by the authentication manager to 
aufienti oate the unauthenticated user parameter. 
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2||3. (Previously Presented) The computer program embodied on a computer 
reajtlablA medium and executable by the computer system of claim 22, wherein the 
aul ventilation manager further comprises code that generates a lookup table listing 
earn of he authentication agents after initial execution after the authentication agents 



disc wered. 
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